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Wollombi Valley

It's the 10th year of Wollombi Valley's
Sculpture in the Vineyards program, a
manth-long melding of cellar doors and
sculpture along the Wollombi Valley Wine
Trail. Five wineries host more than
lOOsmithmUntiIDechberB Tree
entry. See sculp inth ds.com.al.

NATIONAL

Woodlord Folk Festival on the Sunshine
Coast features more than 2000 performers
and 580 events over six days. Thisyear's
Empire, pictured, and Sharon Jones & the
Dap-Kings. Adults 5470 online, $536

at gate. On Decembaf Z? Januaw 1.
See \

i.com.

INTERNATIONAL

Maita

Malta's Easter Sunday street parades are
spectacular demonstrations of faith and
tradition and oceur throughout the islands.
Easter Sunday falls on March 31 next year,
the beginning of the temperate months. On
March 29-31. See visitmalta.com.

Julietta Jameson

Neon boneyard/Silence in the sky/Starry night/
Snow festival / Fruitful alliance/ Adventure expo

Lights come out in Vegas

While the sign “Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas
Nevada” might be Sin City's most recognised, a
museum dedicated to the preservation of othes

mmmWMMI
collection of more than 150 m

from the 1930s. Itincludes the
[m:ﬂwmof&wmmmnpzmimm
Las Vigas in 1955 and designed by Betty Willis,
whaocreated the “welcome” sign.

nation’s first major inter-tacial hotel” where black
entertainers and guests could stay and whese
Harry Belafonte, Nat King Cole and Samnry
Davis jor all
The misetim’s new visitons' centre is within the
rehabilitated La Concha Motel loblry, the seasheil-
sl.\apeclsr.ructumhudlm 1961 and moved from
Las Veegas Boulevard South to its present site in
mb.Whhmiyl}uuygmmshennmum'ium
vard electrified, the d are the main

authentic, aged appearance of its signs, which are
still daraling despite the ravages of time and

thez” . ey

Also in the m is the Stardust behemoth
that - at 65 metres with 13,000 flashing bulbs and
more than two kilametres of neon tubing - was
attached 1o the casing and hotel in 1958,

Tours of the Neon Boneyard are 45 minutes and
nperate Monday to Saturday. Tickets cost sUiS15
(s14.50) for adults; sUS 12 students and seniors;
children under 6 free.

Ser NeonmusemLIng.

inflight phones a turn-off

Mot Australisns and New Zealanders prefer the
status quo of silence when it comes to the question
of using mobile phones during flights, according
1o the website Skyscanner.

Its survey of more than 10,000 peaple across
the Asia-Pacific region found 27 per cent of the
2015 Australians and 24 per cont of the figg
New Zealanders said they would use their
mobile phone inflight. Fifty-four per cent of
A 1 "ldNew by P | A aa-idd-lf)‘

talking

wald be ™ yed
on their phone.

Conversely, Indian (63 per cent of qu}and
Indonesian {59 per cent of 5712) participants said
they would use their mabile phones inflight

Heads-up for stargazers
All bedds were booked at Thala Lodge in Port
Douglas two years before the intal solar eclipse on

b enth
by other

Switched on ... {from top) neon signs in Las
Vegas; the ski fields of Utah.

ber 14, but insa
activity at its forest headland site, which is free

Walte takes guests on a joumey through
mleﬂnmwdmm&
i powerful telescope.

Wirstes, who is at the resort yearround, siys this
month’s viewings include: chuster
Tucanae 47, the second largest such chister 1o be
seen from Earth; M45 Plelades Open Cluster; Seven
Sisters; and Jupiter. Rooms cost from s279 a night.

Sex: thalabeach.conma

Party time on US ski fields
Tt will be official gay pride in the ski fields of Utah
next February for the week-long Elevation festival.
I it third year, moge than 1000 people are
expected to attend the Park City event that
encompasses the resorts of Canyons, Park City
Mountain and Deer Valley, shout 4o kilometres
cast of Salt Lake City.

“Fresh off the slopes, Margarita in hand, flushed
and tanned from a sunpy day of snowhoarding
are gmong our favourite moments,” event
orgamiser Torm Whitman says. As well as skiing

and mstruction, there's a downhill
costume party and off-slope dance parties.
On February 2324,

Malaysia loyalty repaid
Come February 1, candholders for the loyalty
program of Malaysia Airdines, Enrich, will be
welcomed 1 the fold of the Onewordd alliance.
In the Oneworld which includes
Clantas and Cathay Pacific, Enrich platinum
cardbolders will have emesald status, Enrich gold
will be exquivaslent (o sapphire and Enrich silver
wlllaq.dkiml:m
and gold members will be able 1o use
mdﬂrwn‘pﬂhﬂwmxmﬂm
nwgmmunmm'smm
Airlines’ first- and businessclass.
passengers will also be able to use Oneworld
panmudme!mlm
See malaysiaaidines.com.

Gateway to the world

Exhihitors from Tonga to Taiwan will hang out
their shingles at the Adventure Travel Expo this
weekend at Sydoey Town Hall. There will be ideas
aplenty from a working holiday 10 travelling
Furope on a budget among the exhibitors.

Entry is free for the expo at Sydney Town Hall
on N ber 101 1. The Melbourme expo will be
on Febwuary 2324,

See myaedventurespacon.

Send news items to smarttraveller®fairfax.com.aw
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China 201

o wﬂpmmlmwu Prices are comeed 6 o 5 Nommber 2012, but may fluctuote dus 1o changes in surcharge,
aurduwmood-hmmnm-nhm&wd Depont o $2.000 par parsan due within 7 days of bosking, full poyment
eptring March to Movember TUT3. Limiied vaah on el deparhures in econnmy co with Singaoore Arkives of APT's chaice of airlnes ex
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BEST OF CHINA

COMPANION FLY FREE®

M.S. Tangsi Explors: » loin local guides in 4 towns

and cifies * Visit the Great Wall of Ching = Explore.

Chongaing Zoo ond sea the Giont Pandas * See
the Tarrocotta Amvy in Xi%n * Enjoy an acrabotic
Mmﬁmndm’ﬂmwm

it mron cruise + 32 meols

CALL 1300 290 669

o and wwren. Offwrs ars ot

www.aptouring.com.au/China2013 or see your local travel agent

cambmably, evaioble s sew bogkmgs oriy and wibject b ovedabality Ottar may
dus 100 days prar 1o deporture. COMPANION FLY FREE: inciuses of oo sutes up ko $500 per person VddunC‘ill'P? CHELE, CHYC 13,00 CHYE LS
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